
AVhat this means may be better appreciated by considering
the following mortality rates of ages in a group of the large
American cities aggregating over 6,500,000 population:
Deaths per 1,000 of infants under 1 year of age, 267.5; of
all children under 5 years of age, 88.4; of those between 5
and 10 years, 8.9 ; between 10 and 20 years, 4.6 ; between 20
iind 30 years, 9.4. The newly-arrived immigrants are mainly
between the ages of 10 and 40 years, a period when the
death rate is about 8 per 1,000. Naturally there will be
found less sickness and a lower death rate among these than
among the total population. It is not that the tenement-
house district is more conducive to health and long life,
but that its present population in this country is of the age
"which has the greatest "expectation of life." AVhen the
same proportion of infants and children obtains among the
immigrants as among other classes of the population, not
even the efforts of so efficient a Health Department as that
of the city of New York will suffice to keep the tenement-
house mortality proper lower than that of the total popu¬
lation.
It should be added, further, that Dr. Tracy does not use

the term "tenement-house population " in its ordinary ac¬

ceptation ; but classes as tenements every building occupied
by three or more families living independently of each other
and doing their own cooking. This necessarily includes the
large number of young married people living in, flats or

apartment houses in comfortable circumstances and under
good if not the best, modern sanitary conditions. This ac¬
counts for the enormous figures of the New York "tenement-
house population," as returned by Dr. Tracy—1,333,773 per¬
sons of all ages, or nearly 70 per cent, of the total popula¬
tion.
On the whole, it will be seen that sanitarians need not yet

abandon their vocation, either on account of Mr. AVright's
census of the "slum" districts nor of the census of New
York "tenement houses," as defined by Dr. Tracy.

The Story of Rodman Heath, or Mugwumps by One of Them. Bos-
ton Arena Publishing Company, Copley Square. 1894.
This novel has a curious reason for being published,

namely, the desire of the author to apologize for mugwump-
ery. The story turns upon an alleged injury to the hero,
Rodman Heath, who has received a wound on the head while
passing the batteries at New Orleans. The blow causes a

depression of the skull and loss of memory of what trans
pired during the action. Years after he is trephined and
regains the memory of an order, the garbling of which by
an enemy lost him many friends. He finally marries his
trained nurse, and everybody is happy. The plot is weak,
and the use of English mediocre, but the book has never-

theless a certain interest and the author will doubtless im-

prove his English with practice and with the passing of time.
A Manual of Human Physiology, prepared with special refer-
ence to Students of Medicine. By Joseph H. Raymond.
A.M., M.D., Professor of Physiology and Hygiene in the
Long Island College Hospital, and Director of Physiology
in the Hoagland Laboratory. With one hundred and two
illustrations and four full page colored plates. Cl., pp.
382. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders. 1894. Price, $1.25.
This book is an epitome of human physiology as taught in

the text-books. It is a pretty successful attempt to com-

press the essence of the subject into the small space it occu-
pies here, and the student who masters this book will be
prepared to understand and better estimate the value of
the more exhaustive discussions in the larger works.
Essentials of the Diseases of the Ear, arranged in the form of
questions and answers, prepared especially for students
of medicine and post-graduate schools. By G. B. Glea-
son, S.B.,M.D., Clinical Professor of Otology, Medico-Chi-
rurgical College, Philadelphia, Cl., pp. 147. Philadel-
phia: W. B. Saunders. 1894. Price, $1.
This is No.24 of Saunders' question-compends, and like all

of its class, contains a limited amount of information on the
subject of which it treats. What is in the book is correctly
stated, and according to the best methods of the day.

Publications du Progres Medical, Paris, 14 Rue des Carmes. Re-
cherches cliniques et Th\l=e'\rapeutiquessur l'\l=e'\pilepsie,l'hys-
t\l=e'\rie,l'idiotie et l'hydroc\l=e'\phalie.Compte rendu du ser-
vice des enfants, idiots, epileptiques et avri\l=e'\r\l=e'\sde Bic\l=e^\tre
pendant l'ann\l=e`\e1893. Par Bourneville, avec la collabora-
lion de M.M. Boncourt, Cornet, Lenoir, T. Noir et P. Sol-
tier. Tome xiv. Un beau volume de lxiv-384 pages, avec
88 figures et un plan. Price, 7 fr.

"Clinical and Therapeutical Researches on Epilepsy, Hysteria,
Idiocy and Hydrocephalus." The report of the service at the
Bic\l=e^\treduring the year 1893, by Bourneville, etc.
The Bic\l=e^\treAlms-house (hospice) has long been considered

one of the most interesting of its class in the world. It is
situated on an elevation about two miles from the Barri\l=e`\re
de Fontainebleau, and is said originally to have been a castle
built by the Bishop of Winchester in 1204, (Stewart). The
Bic\l=e^\treduring the Revolution was used as a prison, and some

fifty years ago was used as a temporary detention prison
for convicts. The old well at Bic\l=e^\trewas said to be more
than two hundred feet deep and had a diameter of twenty
feet. Fifty years ago its surgeon was Malgaigne and its phy-
sicians Voisin, Rochoux, Leuret, Horteloup, Moreau and
Archambault.
The Bic\l=e^\treof to-day has much enlarged scope. The de-

partment for the insane is divided into four sections: The
first and second sections are assigned to adult insane, the
third to epileptics, and the fourth to children. The children's
section is subdivided in three groups. 1, idiot children,
paralytic, whether epileptic or not, but invalid; 2, idiot
children whether or not paralytic, but healthy ; 3, children
otherwise healthy, whether or not imbecile,dwarfed, erratic,
perverts, epileptics, hysterics.
The first group, says the report, is subdivided in two cat¬

egories ; the first is composed of idiots, paralyzed, neither
speaking nor walking, and generally regarded as incurables,
but they are nevertheless susceptible of amelioration in a

very notable degree. The second group comprises the idiots
altogether incurable, (a much smaller number than is gen¬
erally believed), and the epileptics becoming demented and
paralyzed under the influence of the congestions which com¬

plicate their cases. They are the subjects of hygienic care
and they finally form a special group.
The details of the methods employed by Bourneville and

his collaborators are interesting, and the year's work is
completely set forth. The bulk of the book is taken up
with an exhaustive article on chronic hydrocephalus. The
writers consider that surgical interference is useless and
sometimes harmful, and the advice is given to rely upon :

compression; 2, revulsives ; and 3, internal administration
of calomel ; exercise ; massage of extremities ; saline baths ;
douches and tonics. " Time, patience and ingenuity are ab¬
solutely necessary."
The work should be read by every physician interested

in the care of this class of cases.

Transactions of the American Gynecological Society, for the year
1894. Volume xix. Philadelphia: W. J. Dornan. 1894.
This volume contains the minutes of the proceedings at

the nineteenth annual meeting of the Society,and the papers
read during the session. Prof. W. T. Lusk of New York pre-
sided and there were twenty-five Fellows present on the
opening day. This number increased to forty-eight on the
second day (p. 35), and the total attendance shows that
there were fifty-seven Fellows of this American Society
present. The papers are excellent, and have, we believe,
been published elsewhere.
The book contains an obituary notice of the late John M.

Keating, M.D., LL.D., by Dr. E. P. Davis, of Philadelphia,
and of the late Alexander Dunlap, A M., M.D., by Dr. J. C.
Reeve, of Dayton, Ohio. The portraits of Drs. Keating and
Dunlap are especially fine.
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